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(Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China) 
The International Workshop on Craft and Innovation in Modern Societies was jointly hosted by the Society for the History of Technology (SHOT), the Institute for the History of Natural Sciences (IHNS), Chinese Academy of Sciences, and China National Silk Museum (NSM) from June 1 to June 3, 2018 in NSM. Over 30 scholars, museum curators, social activists and practitioners from China, India, Britain, the United States, Germany, and Singapore attended the workshop to discuss the significance of craft and craft skills in the process of modernization and industrialization in the two largest Asian nations, China and India, and the relations between craft and innovation in these countries, where heritage and conservation, creativity and design, and maintenance, sustainability and social equity have become national concerns. 

On the first day of the workshop, in the welcome session chaired by Professor Zhao Feng, director of NSM, Professor Francesca Bray from the University of Edinburgh introduced the origin of the event. After the fruitful 2016 SHOT-sponsored workshop entitled “Craft and Innovation,” which was held in Chennai, India, this time, SHOT worked together with IHNS and NSM to bring together participants from China, India and elsewhere, so that the contrasting experiences of the two Asian countries can hopefully trigger more thoughts. Meanwhile, it is significant for this year’s workshop to be held in NSM, as museum is an ideal place to investigate history, technology and human practice. In his presentation, Professor Zhang Baichun, director of IHNS, reviewed the development of the study on the history of technology in China since the early twentieth century. He noted that great changes had taken place in the field starting from the 1990s, as the research model transformed from “verifying and describing achievements” to “understanding and interpreting the development of knowledge in context.” Chinese historians of technology and arts had delved into the crafts in Chinese tradition, and their efforts culminated in the recent publication of the 20-volume Complete Collection on Traditional Chinese Arts and Crafts (in Chinese). After the session, workshop participants were invited to visit NSM and enjoy the weaving skill show performed by craftspeople from countries including China, India, Indonesia, Madagascar, Peru, France, and so on. 

During the workshop, 14 presentations on textile craft, architectural technology, and the role of craft and machinery in the industrial society were organized into five sessions. Speakers, discussants of the sessions, and participants of the workshop fully engaged in the discussion of each session and the roundtable discussion that concluded the workshop. Their special attention was paid to the relevance of craft and craft knowledge to our life in the present modern industrialized society, as well as the sustainability of craft knowledge and the related practice. In reflecting upon the case studies of different communities in China, India, Japan and other countries provided by presenters, participants of the workshop questioned the previous use of seemingly ordinary words like “technology,” “craft,” “innovation,” and “tradition,” making efforts to deepen our understanding of these terms in a comparative and transnational context. The workshop not only had participants who conduct research as scholars, but also involved those who have rich experience working as social activists or practitioners. Such a variety of background made the interaction between the academia and the practitioner community in the preservation of craft yet another issue of the discussion. Also emerged from the discussion was an insightful suggestion of going beyond an easy dichotomy between words that are seemingly opposite in meaning, like modern/traditional, in talking about our experience relating to technologies in the domains of textiles and construction (architecture and machines), which is crucial in interpreting the past in an analytical and objective view. 

In the final roundtable discussion, different proposals for follow-up of the workshop were put forward. Organizers and participants of the workshop will have further discussion about the forms of publication that will come out of this three-day meeting.

Speakers in order of appearance at the workshop

	Textile crafts and innovation (1): The place of textile crafts in transitions to the industrial state

Chair: Francesca BRAY

Discussant: Elena PHIPPS

	Speaker
	Topic
	Institution

	Jacob EYFERTH
	Textile Craft Skills and Innovation in the Mao Years
	University of Chicago

	Annapurna MAMIDIPUDI
	Transition as State of Craft: Innovating Handloom Weaving in South India
	Max Planck Institute for the History of Science

	SU Xuan
	From Three-Step Iron-Wood Spinning Machine to Double Apron High Draft
	Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, CAS

	Textile crafts and innovation (2): Modes of survival of textile crafts in the contemporary political economy

Chair: ZHANG Baichun

Discussant: Dorothy KO

	Speaker
	Topic
	Institution

	Sushma IYENGER
	Revival of Indigenous Cotton and Wool Value Chains – Fibres in Peril
	Ahmedabad University

	ZHAO Feng
	How to Preserve Textiles in a Museum?
	China National Silk Museum

	ZHANG Duoduo
	Ownership of Craft Knowledge in “Live Transmission”: Intangible Cultural Heritage, Digital Games and the Transmission of Technological Skills in Southwest China’s Minority Communities
	Hunan University

	Architecture, skill and innovation (1): Old techniques in new building

Chair: Jacob EYFERTH

Discussant: Sandeep VIRMANI

	Speaker
	Topic
	Institution

	Gregory CLANCEY
	“The Way We Build”: Japanese House Carpentry as Craft and Sector
	National University of Singapore

	REN Congcong
	On Technology and Ritual of Chuandou House Construction in Southwest China: The Case of Dong Minority Area
	Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, CAS

	Architecture, skill and innovation (2): Modes of sustainability

Chair: Elena PHIPPS

Discussant: Gregory CLANCEY

	Speaker
	Topic
	Institution

	Sandeep VIRMANI
	The Science and Craft of Traditional Building Technologies
	Hunnarshala Foundation

	Valérie NÈGRE
	Artisanal Practice, Artisanal Knowledge and Heritage
	Université Paris I-Sorbonne

	GUAN Xiaowu / FENG Lisheng 
	The Inheritance and Innovation of the Traditional Crafts for jin zhuan Making in the Imperial Kilns of Suzhou
	Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, CAS / Tsinghua University

	Craft and machinery in industrial society

Chair: Francesca BRAY

Discussant: Mikael HÅRD

	Speaker
	Topic
	Institution

	Aparajit RAMNATH
	Technocratic Visions of Craft and Mechanization: Sir M. Visvesvaraya’s Plans for Twentieth-Century Mysore and India
	Ahmedabad University

	SUN Lie
	“Worker-Engineers” Who Built “Big Machines”: A Case Study of Industrial Artisans in China in the 1960s
	Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, CAS

	WANG Bin / DUAN Hailong 
	The Application of Traditional Crafts in the Construction of Beijing-Zhangjiakou Railway
	Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, CAS / Inner Mongolia Normal University


