Call for Papers: SHOT 2025 Conference, Luxembourg
Data Migration: Histories, Infrastructures, and Transformations

Organizers: Grigoris Panoutsopoulos, Hector Isern-Alsina

The migration of people, ideas, and technologies has long shaped societies and
histories. In recent decades, as data has become central to our societies, data
migration has emerged as a critical yet often overlooked phenomenon. Just as
borders and regulations govern human movements, standards, infrastructures,
institutions, and policies shape the migration of data. But who sets these
boundaries, and what are their consequences? Conversely, who and why
facilitates these migration waves?

This call invites scholars to examine the migration of data as both a technical and
geopolitical process, exploring its implications across historical, postcolonial,
class, gender, and environmental dimensions. We encourage submissions that
address questions such as (but not limited to):

o Data“passports”: What are the material, legal, political and cultural
mechanisms and criteria for allowing data to move across systems,
institutions, disciplines, and borders? How do processes of
standardization, translation, and mediation—or their absence—facilitate or
hinder data migration?

o Gatekeepers of data migration: Who, how and why controls the movement
of data—international organizations, national institutions, scientists,
industrialists, bureaucrats or users?

e Open/closed migration borders? \What historical processes built the
barriers—technical, economic, legal, political, or cultural—that data must
overcome to migrate? Which types of data are prioritized for migration, and
which are restricted or excluded? Is it possible to trace specific moments
and locations where the migration of particular data waves was increasing
or decreasing on a broader scale? Which actors played a role in these
fluctuations?

o Transformations through migration: When data migrates, does it retain its
original epistemic value, meaning, and use, or does it change in
fundamental ways? How does migrated data reshape the environments into
which itis integrated?

o Material constraints and affordances: How do artefacts and related
material culture restrict or enable data migration? How do different
methods of data production relate to its ability to migrate?



This panelis coordinated under the ERC StG CLIMASAT project. Interested
scholars are invited to contribute. Please send your paper proposals (title, abstract
of 200 words, and short biography) before 26 March 2025 to Grigoris

Panoutsopoulos (grigoris.panoutsopoulos@uab.cat) and Hector Isern-Alsina
(hector.isern@uab.cat).
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