2025 SHOT Open Panel Proposal

Code Histories

Abstract:

Despite some works on the early ages of programming (Bullynck and De Mol, 2010) (Haigh and
Priestley, 2016) or on programming in socio-professional contexts, (Ensmenger, 2010) or (Alcaras, 2022),
the social history of code creation and programming practices remains under explored within the history
of technology. While software history has produced some fruitful research (Campbell-Kelly, 2003)
(Hayles, 2005), we believe the cultural, social, and technical dimensions of code writing deserve deeper
investigation.

Drawing on the emerging field of Critical Code Studies (Marino, 2020) and on the relaunch of the
Software Studies series at MIT Press, which argues that computer code, program architecture, and
documentation are not value-neutral, this panel also seeks to examine how source code itself and related
artefacts provide valuable insights into the historical, social and cultural context of software production.

This panel aims to explore diverse approaches to studying code histories, including

e How programming paradigms, languages, coding styles and conventions migrate across and
interact with different contexts ;

e How code writing practices evolve across geographical and temporal boundaries and how they
influence broader social and cultural changes ;
How programming knowledge is shared between communities and contributes to shape them ;
How the study of source code reveals the cultural history of programming communities and their
practices.

We encourage submissions that explore diverse methodologies for studying code histories, including
papers exploring the intersection of coding practices with social, cultural, economic, political and
technical factors. Papers examining history of computing through the lens of Critical Code Studies are
particularly welcome.
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