Tourism and the Making of the International

Tourism and transportation have been co-constructed throughout history. The
development of transportation progressed alongside tourism, driven in part by the
romantic allure of travel. Humankind’s desire for global mobility and communication has
been reinforced through international and imperial aspirations. Yet, the concepts of
“imperial” and “international,” historically inseparable processes themselves, have also
been significantly shaped by tourism. This session aims to explore the technological
practices of tourism industries, as well as the activities of travelers and migrants, focusing
on how these factors influenced the meaning of the term “international.” From a
transnational historical perspective, I consider migrating people as primary users and
creators of transnational transportation systems. My paper specifically investigates aviation
entrepreneurs and aviators who pioneered routes into Cuba and Central America in the
1910s and 1920s, examining their perspectives on international tourism and international
relations.

This session invites abstracts that explore the history of tourism and technology across
diverse periods and regions, particularly addressing the following themes:

- Case studies on the development or maintenance of international travel
technologies

- Case studies of traveling engineers and their perspectives on the world

- Relationships between tourism and international relations

- Cultures of travel and the romantic imagination of tourism
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