
Migrating Technologies for Preserving and Reviving Them 

Call for Lightning Talks (7 min) - Unconventional Session 

This unconventional session invites scholars, archivists, GLAM (Galleries, Libraries, 
Archives, and Museums) professionals, engineers, and other stakeholders to discuss what 
happens when “dead” technologies are revived through emulation, data migration, 
reconstruction, and exhibition. 

What are the technical, historical and conceptual challenges of working with defunct formats, 
fragile digital artifacts, or legacy hardware? What does it mean to migrate data or reconstruct 
an experience when the original materiality is lost or no longer works, is incomplete, or has 
been altered by time and technological shifts? 

We are particularly interested in case studies and provocative statements addressing topics 
such as: 

• The challenge of reviving digital media, but also mechanical, electrical, and industrial 
technologies 

• The role of emulation and virtualization in making obsolete digital technologies 
accessible 

• Migrating formats and adapting content for new technological environments 
• The materiality of digital heritage: what is lost or gained through migration? 
• The role of professionals and amateurs in sustaining born-digital heritage and reviving 

it  
• Challenges of exhibiting interactive experiences 
• Ethical and technical challenges in reconstructing past technologies 
• Unexpected failures and lessons learned in reviving dead media and other types of 

technologies  

This session welcomes contributions from diverse perspectives, including history, heritage 
studies, media archaeology, software preservation, museology, and engineering. The session 
will feature 7-minute lightning talks designed to spark discussion. 

If you are interested, please send a proposal to valerie.schafer@uni.lu until 23 March 2025 
including a 150 word abstract as well as name, title, affiliation, and e-mail address. 
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