
Greenwork and Environmental Knowledge 
 
What is green work and who are green workers? Over the last 50 years, public policies have 
invested increasingly large resources into environmental mitigation and statistics suggest that 
many environmentally-sustainable green jobs are being stimulated in the process. Yet green work 
remains an ill-defined “contested discourse” (Teelucksingh 2019) as evidenced in the disparity 
between US and European data on this subject (Apostel and Barslund 2024). This controversy and 
the knowledge deficit it implies raises questions of the character of the work of environmental 
mitigation, including the technologies, infrastructures, and material practices/social relations 
informed by environmental policy and green industrialization, as well as what a socially and 
environmentally-just society would look like (Levidow 2022) for the workers expected to build 
and maintain it. 

Our intellectual framework proceeds from the premise that, generally speaking, studies of 
science, technology, society, energy, and environment have overlooked studies of work and studies 
of work have overlooked studies of science, technology, society, energy, and environment. Our 
panel aims to place these studies in dialogue. We welcome abstracts for papers exploring questions 
including 1) the philosophical tension between social and biological essentialisms in 
interdisciplinary environmental studies 2) definitions and theories of green work and workers 3) 
material practices and ways of knowing 4) communities and institutions of green work and 
environmental knowledge 5) work emerging out of the interrelationship of the human/non-
human/more-than-human 6) geographies of work in the era of green industrialization 
 
Abstracts of between 200-400 words can be forwarded to panel organizers Matthew N Eisler 
(matthew.eisler@strath.ac.uk) and Hannah Star Rogers (hannah.rogers@sund.ku.dk) 
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