, %) SOCIETY % £ HISTORY.” TECHNOLOGY

It is time to vote!

Dear SHOT Members, Dear SHOT community,

| was wonderful to see so many of you in Luxembourg earlier this month. The vibrancy of the
meeting, makes clear how important the SHOT is to us all. One of the most important things you can
do to support SHOT is to vote.

It is now time to vote on your representatives to serve on the Executive Council and other key
committees. Please take a few minutes to read through the candidate profiles and then login to our
online voting system. You can vote online until Sunday 23 November 2025, 11:59 pm, Central
European Time. (Please see the end of this newsletter for instructions on how to vote by email or
regular mail.)

SHOT depends on the commitment of its volunteer committee members, both elected and
appointed. In the coming weeks, as | work on filling the open slots on SHOT’s other committees,
please let me know if you are interested in serving the Society.

Warm wishes,

Debbie Douglas
President, Society for the History of Technology
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SHOT Elections 2025

This year’s ballot includes candidates for the Executive Council, Nominating Committee, and Editorial
Committee. Please note that only SHOT members are allowed to vote.
To renew your membership please click here or contact the SHOT Secretariat for assistance.

® Executive Council: The Executive Council is SHOT’s governing board and works with the
Society’s officers to plan and set policy. Members of the Council serve for three years.
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® Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee is responsible for selecting individuals to
run for office and preparing the slate of candidates for each year’s election. Members of the
Nominating Committee serve for three years.

® Editorial Committee: The Editorial Committee works with the editor of Technology and
Culture in addressing questions relating to the operation of the journal. Members of the
Editorial Committee serve for five years.

Vote online now

2025 SHOT Ballot

Executive Council (3 positions — 6 candidates)

Ekaterina Babintseva

It is an honor to stand for election to the Executive Council of SHOT. | am an Assistant Professor in
the History of Technology at Purdue University. | am currently finishing a book manuscript titled
"Learning with Machines in the Cold War United States and the Soviet Union", which examines a
connection between pedagogical computing—a movement to build special teaching computers that
would replace human instructors in the US and the USSR—and artificial intelligence research. The
book explores what kinds of assumptions and theories about human cognition led people to decide
that computers can augment human learning, and how, then, these attempts to design pedagogical
computers prompted new questions about human and machine intelligence. As a comparative study
of Soviet and US histories of computing and mind sciences, my manuscript unearths uncanny
parallels between US and Soviet visions of a desired mind and technological means of cultivating
such cognitive resources, while also paying attention to the divergent systems of patronage and
knowledge infrastructures in these two countries.

My work for this book project was possible thanks to the funding received from some of the key
institutions supporting research in the history of technology: the Ann Johnson Institute for Science,
Technology, and Society (the University of South Carolina), the Linda Hall Library, the Charles
Babbage Institute, and the Consortium for the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine
(CHSTM).

| have contributed to Technology and Culture as a manuscript and book reviewer. And, since 2023, |
have served on the organizing committee for the annual meeting of the Special Interest Group in
Computing, Information, and Society (SIGCIS), a member of SHOT.

As a member of the Executive Council, | envision contributing to SHOT’s commitment to offering a
platform for scholars outside of the United States and research projects that look beyond the Anglo-
American world. | will also continue supporting SHOT’s dedication to diversity and inclusion. At the
same time, | am excited about strengthening SHOT’s agenda to create robust networking,
mentorship, and professional development programs for early-career scholars.

Working with other members on the Executive Council, | also look forward to developing initiatives to
help historians leverage their expertise in policy research and creation. In the year of 2025, historical
expertise proves to be key to understanding how the entanglements between political power and
technology are formed, how technology ends up serving political agendas, how systems of patronage
shape technological development, and what the continuities and breaks between the current
moment and the past are. | look forward to working with colleagues on the Executive Committee to
create initiatives around professional development and graduate education to build bridges between
historical scholarship and policymaking.

| gave my first conference paper at SHOT in Singapore in 2016. | remember with fondness and
gratitude the support | received to be able to attend the conference as a graduate student and the
intellectual generosity and the atmosphere of camaraderie at the event itself. My aim is to continue
making SHOT a welcoming, supportive, and stimulating community accessible to scholars at various
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career stages and career paths.

Aleksandra Kobiljski

Thank you for this opportunity to stand for election for the SHOT’s Executive Council.

As a historian specializing in the history of technology and industry in Japan, | am deeply committed
to fostering the international and interdisciplinary character that makes SHOT such a nurturing and
dynamic scholarly community. My experience navigating within and building bridges between
French, American, and East Asian academic traditions has made weaving diverse perspectives into a
path for growth second nature. | would bring substantial international experience to the EC, having
taught history of science and technology at Harvard University before joining the French National
Center for Scientific Research (CNRS) as a Senior Researcher (Directrice de recherche) in Modern and
Contemporary History.

| have served SHOT before in different capacities and it would be my honor to serve again in the
capacity of a member of the EC. From 2014-2027, | have run a SHOT-endorsed early career
developmental writing workshop entitled "Technology in East Asian History" which has contributed
to bringing a generation of new voices in East Asian tech history into sharper focus. From 2017 to
2023, | served as Director of the Japan Research Center at the School of Advanced Studies in Social
Sciences—experiences that deepened my understanding of how to build inclusive, collaborative
scholarly networks across institutional boundaries.

My research focuses on understanding how societies have historically deployed their know-how and
innovation capacity to navigate major crises—work that speaks directly to SHOT's mission of
examining technology's complex relationship with society. | have been privileged to contribute to
SHOT's intellectual community as a participant in presidential panels in 2021 and 2022, as a member
of the Sites Committee, and as editor of the special section on Japan's industrialization for
Technology and Culture in 2022. | have also co-edited Histoire des techniques: Mondes, sociétés,
cultures (XVle-XVllle siecle) in the Nouvelle Clio series and recently written about the World
Engineering Congress in Tokyo (1929) in a volume on the professional elites of modern Japan | co-
edited for the Institut des Hautes Etudes Japonaises of the Collége de France.

If elected, | commit to drawing upon my experience to contribute to the Executive Committee's work
of nurturing and growing a resilient community in the face of uncertainty.

Vincent Lagendijk

| bridge the worlds of academic STS and its practical applications. | work as an assistant professor at
Maastricht University and as a senior researcher at the Rathenau Institute, both in the Netherlands. |
hope to play a role in bringing SHOT’s immense potential closer to practical application while
enhancing the organization's global outlook and interdisciplinary perspective further.

SHOT has had a formative influence on my academic career. | presented my first research results as a
young graduate student and have been an international scholar. | also served on the travel grant
committee for several years. Its conferences have been instrumental in facilitating intellectual
exchanges within a friendly and cordial setting. Therefore, it is an honor to run for Executive Council
membership.

My current research interests include European integration and energy, the global history of dam
building, and the intersection of race and infrastructure. My technology assessment work focuses on
decision-making regarding radioactive waste and organizing the transition towards sustainable living
environments democratically.

Elizabeth Petrick

| am Associate Professor of History at Rice University. | am a historian of computer technology,
specializing in the history of human-computer interaction, especially involving computer users with
disabilities, the relationship between computer technology and civil rights, portable computers and
embodied interactions, and, most recently, the relationship between human and machine agency.
My first book was Making Computers Accessible: Disability Rights and Digital Technology (Johns




Hopkins University Press, 2015), which won the 2017 Computer History Museum Prize. | am currently
finishing my second book, tentatively titled “The Tablet Computer: The Idea of a Machine,” which
examines the intellectual history of the tablet computer. I've also begun a new project in the history
of artificial intelligence, on smart agents and their relationship with human programmers and users.

I am honored to run for SHOT’s Executive Council. I've been a member of SHOT since 2008, way back
in grad school and have attended the annual meeting nearly every year since. For the past five years,
| have been part of the SIGCIS leadership, beginning as the Vice-Chair for Communications and for
the past three years as Co-Chair. | am very interested in greater collaboration between SHOT and the
SIGs, as well as the encouragement of interdisciplinary outreach. My own training is highly
interdisciplinary, with an undergraduate degree in Computer Science, and a PhD in History and
Science Studies.

Youjung Shin

I am honored to be nominated to the ballot for the Executive Council of the Society for the History of
Technology (SHOT). | am an associate professor in the Department of Science Studies at Jeonbuk
National University, Jeonju, South Korea. | have been interested in the computerization of
biomedicine and its meaning in the twentieth century, with a focus on the transnational
development of knowledge infrastructure in neuroscience, particularly in East Asia. My research has
explored themes like the history of mind and brain sciences, the politics of neurotechnologies, the
infrastructure of biomedical data, post-Cold War international collaboration in big science, and the
pluralism of emerging S& T governance. My works have been published in journals such as History of
the Human Sciences, IEEE Annals of the History of Computing, Journal of the History of the
Neurosciences, Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences, and Minerva. | am also
dedicated to bringing historical insights to science and technology policymaking, an effort recognized
in 2024 by my selection as a member of the Young Korean Academy of Science and Technology’s
policy division in South Korea.

Since joining SHOT in 2016, the Society has been a vibrant intellectual environment that has shaped
my research and provided a crucial space to find collaborators and situate my work within a broader
conversation. Especially, in 2017, | was honored to receive the SHOT’s Best Early Career Scholar Panel
award, with the panel’s contributions featured in Technology’s Stories, and developed into one of my
journal publications. It was a great experience showing me how active engagement in SHOT can
foster valuable interactions with fellow scholars as well as fruitful outcomes. Also, SHOT’s special
interest groups, for example the Special Interest Group on Computers, Information, and Society
(SIGCIS) and the Early Career Interest Group (ECIG), have been invaluable sources of inspiration and
support. Having benefited greatly from the Society, | wish to share this inspiration | have received
with fellow scholars, especially early-career researchers from diverse backgrounds. It would be my
privilege to serve on the Executive Council of SHOT. If elected, | would strive to enhance the vitality
of SHOT by broadening its Asia network, supporting early-career scholars, encouraging
interdisciplinary interactions, and fostering dialogue between research and practice.

Thank you for considering my nomination.

Jongsik Christian Yi

Looking back, the fall of 2017 in Philadelphia felt much like today—political uncertainties and social
crises, a surge of anti-intellectualism, and yet vibrant intellectual communities in the U.S. and around
the world all coexisted. The SHOT annual conference that year reassured me that my decision to
cross the Pacific to pursue a Ph.D. in the history of science in North America was not entirely
misguided. Years later, | am deeply honored to be nominated for election to the Executive Council
and to have the opportunity to serve SHOT, our intellectual sanctuary, in these troubled times.

| am an Assistant Professor in the Graduate School of Science and Technology Policy at the Korea
Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST). With a geographical focus on modern China
and Vietnam, | examine how science and technology mediate human interactions with nonhuman
entities in the environments that we share. | am currently completing my first monograph, "More-
Than People’s Communes: Veterinary Workers and Nonhuman Animals in Mao-Era China" (under
contract with the University of Chicago Press), which explores how indigenous and hybrid knowledge
and technologies available in Maoist rural communities, such as acupuncture needles, improvised
swine fever vaccines, and agricultural byproducts used as animal feed, were integral to sustaining




multispecies co-habitats, or “more-than people’s communes” (a play on their official name, people’s
communes). Without denying the catastrophic consequences of Maoist collectivism, | highlight an
understudied aspect of communal life: the ways in which diverse human and nonhuman beings
depended on each other to weather the revolution’s radicalism and unpredictability with the limited
material support from beyond. Ultimately, More-Than People’s Communes raises pressing questions
for today about the necessity of self-restraint. It seems that our only commune, Earth, requires us to
make less, consume less, and waste less in this era of anthropogenic ecological unsustainability. The
historical actors from self-reliant more-than people’s communes, despite all their shortcomings, may
give us insights into multispecies living within varied limitations and help us get a sense of the virtue
of self-imposed checks. My articles have appeared, or are forthcoming, in The Journal of Asian
Studies, Historical Studies in the Natural Sciences, The Journal of the History of Biology, The Bulletin
of the History of Medicine, among others.

If given the opportunity to serve on the Executive Council, | would draw on my background in Asian
studies and animal studies to further SHOT’s ongoing efforts to cultivate an inclusive and supportive
intellectual community.

Thank you so much for your kind consideration!

Nominations Committee (1 position - 2 candidates)

Anna Aberg

Thank you for this opportunity to stand for election to the Nominating Committee of SHOT. SHOT
has been an important academic home for me since my first annual meeting as a PhD student in
Lisbon 2008. Since then, | have been a frequent member and participant in the annual meetings, as
well as served on several committees (Brooke Hindle postdoctoral award jury, jury-member for the
3-minute-dissertation contest, the SHOT Executive Council, and the Robinson Prize committee). In
2011 | was part of a group that founded the EDITH SIG, and | have also been a member of WITH.
Since | became a member of SHOT, and especially since the foundation of EDITH, | have been excited
to follow the continued development of the organisation regarding questions and challenges of
diversity, inclusion and internationalisation, and would use my position in the Nominating
Committee to contribute to this process.

| hold a position as senior researcher in the history of science and technology at Chalmers University
of Technology in Gothenburg. | defended my PhD thesis at the Division for the History of Science,
Technology and Environment at the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm. | spent one year as a
post-doctoral researcher at the Centre for Russian and Caucasian studies in Paris, before moving back
to Sweden to start my position in Gothenburg. International cooperation and networking have been
central to me in my education and scholarly work. | hold diplomas from universities in Sweden,
France and Russia, and my research projects have all included transnational and comparative
perspectives. In addition to my engagement in SHOT, | am a long-time member of the European
network for historian of technology, Tensions of Europe (ToE), which | am currently chairing. The
past years my research has focused on international collaboration through my work with science
diplomacy in nuclear fusion research as a member of the Horizon 2020 project Insscide, as well as a
project on Swedish uranium import, and as leader for the international project “Empowering All” on
Gender, Justice and Energy use. My international work and networks have been central for my
academic development, and if elected | would us these international experiences to inform my work
in the Nominating Committee.

My current research concerns energy poverty in Sweden, oil refineries and infrastructural citizenship,
and gender in sports leadership, in particular in cross-country skiing.

Victor Seow

Thank you so much for the invitation to stand for election to the SHOT Nominating Committee. SHOT
has been an important part of my intellectual journey for more than a decade, and | have greatly
benefited from the conversations and connections | have had with friends and colleagues at our
annual meetings and other venues. | have previously served on the Melvin Kranzberg Dissertation
Fellowship Committee and twice as a faculty mentor for the Early Career Interest Group's graduate
workshop. | have also served on the Nominating Committee of our sibling organization, the History
of Science Society, with a term as co-chair (alongside Jai Virdi) in 2022-2023.




| am a historian of technology, science, and industry, focused on China and Japan in their global
contexts. My research seeks to advance a more integrated understanding of industrial society by
examining how technological artifacts, scientific knowledge, and forces of production intersect in
shaping economic development, labor organization, and environmental change, with particular
emphasis on energy and work as engines of production and levers of governance.

| am the author of Carbon Technocracy: Energy Regimes in Modern East Asia (University of Chicago
Press, 2022), a study that uses the history of East Asia’s onetime largest coal mine to explore
guestions about the relationship between energy and power in the industrial modern age. Carbon
Technocracy has received several awards from different fields, including the Association for Asian
Studies’ John Whitney Hall Book Prize, the Chinese Historians in the United States’ Academic
Excellence Award, and the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations’ Michael H. Hunt Prize
for International History. It was also named a “Best Book of 2022” by Kirkus Reviews.

At present, | am completing my next book, “The Human Factor: How Chinese Psychologists
Reimagined the Science of Work in the Machine Age.” Focusing on the history of industrial
psychology in China from the 1930s to the present, it shows how psychologists repeatedly
reimagined and reconfigured their field in response to political and technological changes. That
process generated a durable tension between devising methods to meet managerial demands for
productivity and improving workers’ safety and well-being. By tracing how this tension was
negotiated across decades of upheaval, this book highlights how labor became a key site where the
ambitions and contradictions of industrial society were visibly exposed.

| currently teach in the Department of the History of Science at Harvard University, where | am the
John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Social Sciences. In 2025, | received the Sarton Prize for the
History of Science from the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, an honor that affirms my
commitment to bridging East Asian history and the history of science and technology.

Editorial Committee (1 position — 2 candidates)

Jennifer Hart

| am grateful for the nomination to serve as a member of the editorial committee of Technology and
Culture. My earliest engagements with SHOT were deeply connected to T&C. | came to the history of
technology a bit late in my academic training, but | have benefited greatly from the interest that
senior scholars and SHOT leaders invested in me. The work | published in T&C became the most
important of my career - a sort of through-line in my scholarship - that also helped connect me to
other scholars in the growing sub field of Africanist histories of technology. | was inspired by the
work that these scholars were doing at SHOT and joined the cause, seeking to interrogate some of
our fundamental assumptions about what technology is and how it works while also expanding the
community of scholars on the continent. For the last several years | served on a Presidential task
force aimed at engaging scholars on the African continent in new ways. Out of that task force, we
have developed a special interest group and a new publishing pipeline that supports scholars on the
continent with developmental editing support and other guidance all the way through the scholarly
production process, from conference abstracts to book publications. This work, which is just
beginning, is a partnership between the SHOT Africa SIG, T&C, and Indiana University. | would be very
excited to continue to expand this work and ensure that T&C is a generative intellectual space for all
historians of technology as we continue to explore questions that are so important not only for our
understanding of the past but for our collective future.

| currently serve as Professor and Chair of the Department of History at Virginia Tech, where | am
also affiliate faculty in the Department of Science, Technology, and Society. My work has explored
the history of mobility, infrastructure, technology, and urban space in Ghana, West Africa. My first
book, Ghana on the Go: African Mobility in the Age of Motor Transportation was published by
Indiana University Press in 2016 and was a finalist for the African Studies Association book prize. In
2024 | published Making an African City: Technopolitics and the Infrastructure of Everyday Life in
Colonial Accra. My work on the history of automobility, infrastructure, and urban planning has
appeared in Technology and Culture, Journal of British Studies, International Journal of African
Historical Studies, History in Africa, Urban History, The Journal of Transport History, Antipode, Africa
Today, International Review of Social History, Urban Forum, and the Journal of West African History,
as well as numerous edited collections and news outlets. | currently serve on the editorial boards of




The Journal of Transport History, Africa Today, and the Urban Africa series for the University College
London Press.

| appreciate your consideration!

Suman Seth

I am the Marie Underhill Noll Professor of the History of Science and Chair of the Department of
Science and Technology Studies at Cornell University. | received my Ph.D. in History from Princeton
University in 2003. | published my first book, Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the
Practice of Theory, 1890-1926 with MIT Press in 2010. My second book, Difference and Disease:
Medicine, Race, and the Eighteenth-Century British Empire was published by Cambridge University
Press in 2018. My third, Mortality and Measurement: Race-Medicine, Statistics, and the Making of
Empire will be out with Cambridge next year. | was the editor of a special issue of Postcolonial
Studies (2009), on “Science, Colonialism, Postcoloniality;” of a FOCUS section of Isis (2014) on “Re-
Locating Race;” and—with Erika Milam—of BJHS Themes on the Descent of Darwin (2021). | have a
paper out in the last (2024) issue of Osiris, on Disability and the History of Science, entitled “A
Decided Inaptitude in His Constitution:” Race, Slavery, and Disability in the Nineteenth-Century
British Empire. I've served as co-editor of the journal Osiris with W. Patrick McCray, experience that
will be of considerable use given the Editorial Committee’s role in overseeing Technology and
Culture, a journal that remains one of my monthly standard references. Starting next year, | will be
vice-president of the History of Science Society, and two years after that will take on the presidency.

As will be clear from my biography, a great deal of my work has been history of technology-adjacent
for many years. My first book made the case for the importance of the history of engineering and
German technological colleges for the rise of theoretical physics at the end of the nineteenth
century. Working with Patrick McCray on Osiris, we tried hard to make the case that the journal
should routinely include the history of science, the history of medicine, and the history of technology.
| am not, then, a SHOT native, but | am committed to much closer collaboration among all our fields
and all our societies.

Vote Online

Only SHOT Members may vote. Accordingly, you will be asked to fill in your membership number and
name. This information is used only to confirm your voting status; it is not linked to your ballot.

You can find your membership number in the renewal e-mail of JHUP and on the Technology and
Culture address label. If you cannot find your membership number, please fill in 0000. The SHOT

secretariat will check your membership status.

Please note that votes of non-members will not be counted.

To renew your membership please click here or contact the SHOT Secretariat for assistance.

Vote online until 23 November 2025 11:59 pm Central European Time

VOTE ONLINE NOW

SHOT Election 2025 Paper Ballot

Vote by email:

Please complete the ballot below and email a photo or scan of of the completed Paper Ballot. The
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deadline for email ballots is 23 November 2025, 11:59 pm Central European Time.Mail your
ballot to SHOT.secretariat@ tue.nl.

Vote by regular mail (least reliable):

Complete the ballot below and send it to the SHOT Secretary’s office as soon as possible via regular
mail but no later than 15 November 2025.

Mail address:

Jan Korsten, SHOT Secretary

Foundation for the History of Technology
TU/e — Atlas building 8.418

PO Box 513

5600 MB EINDHOVEN

The Netherlands

Voting is open for SHOT Members only. Please put your membership number and name below. This
information is only used to check whether you are allowed to vote.

SHOT Membership No.:

Last Name:
First Name:
Executive Council {3-yearterm) Nominating Committee
Vote for 3 out of 6 candidates Vote for 1 out of 2 candidates
Ekaterina Babintseva Anna Aberg
Aleksandra Kobiljski Victor Seow
Vincent Lagendijk Editorial Committee
Elizabeth Petrick Vote for 1 out of 2 candidates
Youjung Shin Jennifer Hart
Jongsik Christian Yi Suman Seth

The Society for the History of Technology gratefully acknowledges the following sponsors, publishers,
and supporters. We thank them for their generosity and support!
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And with gratitude for the many individual donors who support the Society
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