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A Note to the SHOT Community
Dear SHOT Community,

Last month’s annual meeting in Luxembourg was a fantastic event. There were 352
participants (in person and online) taking part in 98 sessions over Friday and Saturday. The
result was a vibrant exchange of ideas, insights, and analysis of an incredible range of
topics. Thank you to the Program Committee who assembled such a compelling
program. Thank you to the many members of the Da Vinci, Kranzberg, Hindle, and Robinson
Committees who brought to our attention the exceptional scholars in our midst. And thank
you to the amazing local arrangements team from the Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary
and Digital History (C2DH) at the University of Luxembourg who made this gathering truly
special.
 
This has been a challenging year for SHOT. We’ve had to reorganize the Secretary’s office,
saying goodbye to Sonja Beekers and hello to Michael Keith. We have had to grapple with
profound, existential even, assaults on scholarship and scholars. And we are behind in
completing tasks (most notably, the 2025 book prizes). 
 
Yet I am heartened by your patience and resilience. Many of you have stepped up at the last
minute to fill in gaps on committees. You have shared good ideas for how to make the
Society better. And you have made generous donations to support the work of the Society. 
 
Most inspiring to me is the generous bequest to support the endowment of the editorship of
Technology and Culture by the late Bruce Sinclair, a member of SHOT for more than 50
years, winner of SHOT’s Dexter Prize, and SHOT president from 1987-1989. Bruce was an
outstanding scholar and mentor to many (including me!). Next month’s newsletter will feature
a fuller remembrance of Bruce but as we approach the time of year when many make
philanthropic gifts to support causes that matter, I hope you will consider making a gift to
SHOT. These gifts make possible everything from travel grants to special workshops. 

To make a contribution online click HERE or contact SHOT’s treasurer, Amy Bix at
abix@iastate.edu.

Debbie Douglas, President
 

https://www.historyoftechnology.org/
https://www.historyoftechnology.org/
https://www.historyoftechnology.org/membership/contribute-to-shot/
mailto:abix@iastate.edu


SHOT 2025 Election Results

We welcome the candidates that were elected in the 2024 SHOT Elections!
 
New members of the Executive Council (2026-2028)

Ekaterina Babintseva
Aleksandra Kobiljski
Elizabeth Petrick

 
Nominations Committee (2026-2028)

Anna Åberg
 
Editorial Committee (2026-2030)

Jennifer Hart
 
We thank the candidates that were not elected for their willingness to take part in the SHOT
elections 2025.

Special thanks to members who are rotating off various committees including: Executive
Council: Angel Callahan, Eric Hintz, and Sonja Schmid; Editorial Committee: Maria Paola
Diogo; Nominating Committee: Honghong Tinn; Program Committee: Diana Montaño, Itty
Abraham.
We also thank all committee members - elected and appointed - that rotated off at the end of
last year.

Finally we welcome all newly appointed committee members. We are grateful for your
willingness to stand up and volunteer! 

Graduate Student Representative to the Executive
Council

Are you interested in serving as the graduate student representative on the Executive
Council in 2026-2027? Please send a note to the SHOT Secretary’s Office with your name,
contact information, student status, and a short (1 paragraph) statement of interest. A special
election (graduate student members only) will be held in January.  

Technology in Motion Series - SHOT is looking for
a new editorial team

Pam Long and Bob Post, past president and longtime T&C editor, inaugurated this series
which was a loose collaborative effort between SHOT and the American Historical
Association. Around the time JHUP began Technology and Culture, Acquisitions Editor
Matthew McAdam, noticed Pam Long’s display of booklets and proposed creating a formal
series. At present, 4 volumes have been published under the “Technology in Motion” series
name and there are 3 remaining volumes under contract.

The current series editors Pam Long and Assif Siddiqi announced their desire to step down
from the editorship of the “Technology in Motion” series published by Johns Hopkins
University Press. 

SHOT is looking for a new editorial team for the series. 

You can find all information on the series here.

2025 Leonardo da Vinci Medal awarded to

https://www.historyoftechnology.org/publications/historical-perspectives-on-technology-culture-and-society/


John Krige
The Leonardo da Vinci Medal is the highest recognition from SHOT. It is presented to an
individual who has made an outstanding contribution to the history of technology, through
research, teaching, publications, service to the Society, and other activities. SHOT is
extremely pleased to announce that the 2025 recipient of the Leonardo da Vinci Medal is:

John Krige, the Melvin Kranzberg Professor emeritus, Georgia Institute of Technology.

John Krige has conducted path-breaking scholarship in the history of technology, specializing
in state-driven innovation in the domains of space and civilian nuclear technology, and he
has forged new interdisciplinary links with the fields of US diplomatic, transatlantic, and Cold
War histories. Krige has done incisive and pioneering work on technological institutions and
systems, as well as global flows of artifacts and associated knowledge systems. He has
been a leader in teaching and outreach in the field.

Krige has been exemplary in mentoring students. He left a sizeable imprint on the graduate
program at Georgia Tech, where he served as Director of Graduate Studies (2008-14) and
supervised 25 students. A unique aspect of Krige’s stewardship was his mentoring of many
students who worked in archives in Asia. Krige was also instrumental provided crucial
involvement in the launch of Georgia Tech’s study abroad campus in Metz, France, in the
summer of 2002. 

He has served SHOT and other sister organizations as well as journals with distinction. He
was SHOT President from 2017-18, when he made significant contributions to the further
internationalization of SHOT’s mission, sat on the Executive Council (2012-2014), and joined
the Committee on International Scholars (2000-2003). John has also served as a member of
the formative Coordination Committee for Tensions of Europe (2000-2003) and on the HSS
Council (2012-2014).

You can read the full citation here. 

2025 Hindle Fellowship awarded to Cecilia
Passanti

The Brooke Hindle Postdoctoral Fellowship in the History of Technology honors the
contribution of Brooke Hindle to the work of the Society for the History of Technology. The
Fellowship, made possible thanks to the great generosity of his family, may be used for any
purpose connected with research or writing in the history of technology.

Cecilia Passanti, Centre Population et Développement, Institut de recherche pour le
développement, Université Paris Cité. 
SHOT is delighted to offer the 2025 Brooke Hindle Postdoctoral Fellowship to Cecilia
Passanti for the project “How Biometrics Became a Technology for Civilians (1950-1990):
Notes on the Postcolonial History of the Biometric Industry.” This research offers a novel
historicization of digital governance through an investigation of the emergence of biometrics
in newly independent African nations after World War II. 

The full citations for each prize will be posted on the SHOT website in mid-December.

2025 Mevin Kranzberg Fellowships
The Melvin Kranzberg Dissertation Fellowship is awarded to a doctoral student engaged in
the preparation of a dissertation on the history of technology, broadly defined. This award is
in memory of the co-founder of the Society and honors Melvin Kranzberg’s many
contributions to developing the history of technology as a field of scholarly endeavor and
SHOT as a professional organization.
This year we had a very large number of applications of exceptional quality. The Kranzberg
Committee in response proposed awarding two fellowships. The endowment which supports
this fellowship, normally can support only a single award but with support of an anonymous
gift (in memory of Marie Bashara) SHOT is able to support two awards this year.

Karolina Partyga, Columbia University

https://www.historyoftechnology.org/about-us/awards-prizes-and-grants/the-leonardo-da-vinci-medal/2025-da-vinci-recipient/


The Kranzberg Fellowship will support her dissertation project titled: “Starting from Scrap.
Material politics of Polish reconstruction and the industrial remaking of East Central Europe,
1944-1950.”

Thomas McLamb, University of California, San Diego
The Kranzberg Fellowship will support his dissertation project titled: “The Ksara Observatory:
Technology, the Observatory Sciences, and Private Property in Syria and Lebanon under
French Mandate.”

New SIGCIS Dissertation Fellowship in memory of Melvin Kranzberg
Jeffrey Rubel, New York University
The SIGCIS Dissertation Fellowship in memory of Melvin Kranzberg will support his
dissertation project “The Dating Trade: A History of Technology-Mediated Dating in America.” 

The full citations for each prize will be posted on the SHOT website in mid-December.

2025 Robinson Prize
The Joan Cahalin Robinson Prize is awarded annually for the best-presented paper by an
individual delivering their first paper at the SHOT annual meeting. The 2025 Robinson Prize
is awarded to: Jakob Henningsson (KTH Royal Institute of Technology): Will the Engineer
Manage? The Early Years of Industrial Economy Education in Stockholm, 1911—1945.

The full citations for each prize will be posted on the SHOT website in mid-December.

The Society for the History of Technology gratefully acknowledges the following sponsors,
publishers, and supporters. We thank them for their generosity and support!

B and B Stern Foundation Inc.
Brepols Publishers
Eindhoven University of Technology
4TU History of Technology
Foundation for the History of Technology
Hagley Museum and Library
Linda Hall Library of Science, Engineering and Technology
Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary and Digital History (C2DH)
NUS Press
Science History Institute
University of Luxembourg

And with gratitude for the many individual donors who support the Society

Society For The History Of Technology
Secretariat: Atlas Building 8.418 - P.O. Box 513

5600 MB Eindhoven (the Netherlands)
shot.secretariat@tue.nl
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